The passage comes after Josephus finished assembling his citations of Greek writers on the Jews, to which he appended a complaint that some writers, such as Hieronymus of Cardia, deliberately ignored the Jews ( § § 213-214). He then continues as follows, according to Thackeray's translation, which we shall use as a point of departure: 1 (215) However, our antiquity is sufficiently established by the Egyptian, Chaldaean and Phoenician records (énagrafa¤), not to mention the numerous Greek writers. (216) In addition to those already cited, Theophilus, Theodotus, Mnaseas, Aristophanes, Hermogenes, Euhemerus, Conon, Zopyrion, and, may be, many more-for my reading has not been exhaustive-have made more than a passing reference to us. (217) The majority of these men have misrepresented the facts (t∞w m¢n élhye¤aw . . . diAEmarton) of our primitive history, because they have not read our sacred books (b¤bloiw); but all concur in testifying to our antiquity, and that is the point with which I am at present concerned. (218) Demetrius Phalereus, the elder Philo, and Eupolemus are exceptional in their approximation to the truth (oÈ polÁ t∞w élhye¤aw diAEmarton), and [their errors] may be excused on the ground of their inability to follow quite accurately the meaning of our records (metå pãshw ékribe¤aw to›w ≤met°roiw grãmmasi parakolouye›n). Now to our problem. According to the consensus of scholarship, Josephus made a minor error and a major one in § 218. 2 The minor
